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I.—THE HALL

By T. H. Fosbrooke, F.S.A.

The Hall is a large, two-storied building, with garrets in 
the roof.

The principal rooms look north and west and the kitchens 
to the south, an arrangement which was usual at the period when 
the house was first built.

It was formerly partly surrounded by a moat, portions of 
which still exist. Within this area still stand the small parish 
church and a mediaeval dovecote.

Successive owners have at various times made such con 
siderable alterations and additions that it is quite impossible to 
give an exact plan at any particular date, but many of the 
features are quite easily placed in their correct position in the 
march of time. In the future the ivy may be removed and some 
of the panelling or plastering be taken down, but till such time, 
the final word on its history will remain unwritten.

In spite, however, of this want of knowledge, the house 
has considerable interest in its existing state. The plan is a 
parallelogram 78 feet long, lying east to west, by 26 feet in 
width, having on its north side two large wings, the eastern one 
being 30 feet wide and the western one 5 feet less, but both pro 
jecting from the main face of the building about 14 feet. In the 
centre between the wings is the front door, and with an equal 
number of windows, the main front is a practically symmetrical 
composition.

On the east side of this main block are some one-storey 
buildings of comparatively modern date. The whole of the roof, 
including the garret dormers, is hipped, but at the south west 
angle of the block, is a gable end with a huge external chimney- 
breast, which is one of the most interesting features of the 
building.
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This portion is'certainly of late fifteenth century date, and 
may possibly be a portion of the house mentioned by Nichols 
as existing there in the reign of Henry IV. Some portions 
of the walls (see plan) connected with this chimney stack, 
and also others in the interior of the house, are certainly 
co-eval with it, but the panelling inside, and the ivy outside pre 
vent a thorough examination being made at this stage. Some 
stone heads and cills, however, of walled up windows, may still 
be seen, which are of this period.

This portion of the building is of granite, with ashlar quoins, 
copings, etc., but the remainder of the building is of brick. On 
referring to the plan, it may be saifely assumed that the extra 
thick walls are of medieval date, although portions have been 
partly refaced with brick, and Jacobean windows of wood 
inserted.

The dovehouse, also of granite, is no doubt medieval, and is 
mentioned as standing in 1616 (Inq. post mortem, John Plumbe).

When the manor came into the hands of the Plumbe family 
late in the sixteenth century, great alterations were made. The 
old haphazard way of building was past, and the prevailing note 
was symmetry. The old gable at the N.W. angle connected with 
a ridge to the old chimney on the S.W. angle, was taken down, 
and the roof hipped. A wing corresponding to the old one at 
the N.E. was thrown out, but as before related, increased in 
width by 5 feet. At least five of the bedrooms were completely 
panelled from floor to ceiling, having fine chimney pieces, one 
of which still bears the Boothby crest.

It will be observed that on the first floor, the western bed 
rooms are at a slightly higher level than those to the east, the 
floors being connected by two steps. The inference is that this 
western portion was the old house, modernized as far as possible 
in accordance with the new one.

The will of John Plumbe alludes to these western rooms, 
and " the garrets over where my men servants lie " see page 
176, etc.

At a later date further improvements were made, as may be 
seen by the beautiful front door, with monogram over, said to 
be the initials of Richard Boothby, who died in 1639.
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The magnificent chimney piece in the hall is probably his 
work, but is not in its original position. It formerly stood on 
the east wall of the hall, close to the front door, as will be noticed 
by the corbelling at the ceiling level, carrying the chimney 
breast of the bedroom over.

The latest portion of the work is a fine early Georgian stair 
case. The narrow old Jacobean staircase with its dog gate 
remains, ascending to both floors, between two walls. It was 
evidently found very inconvenient, and a large open new one, 
with newels, balusters and handrails, and with panelled dado on 
the wall sides, was erected from the ground floor to the chamber 
floor.

From the position of the windows in relation to the staircase, 
the lower one being divided by the half-way landing, it is most 
probable that two rooms, one above the other, were sacrificed 
to obtain the necessary space.

Staircases of this design, having ramps in the handrail and 
open strings, though fairly common, are of excellent workman 
ship, and are of early eighteenth century date. This one was 
probably erected by William Boothby (d. 1734) or his son Thomas 
(d. 1775.)

The stone gate piers at the entrance are of Jacobean date.
The whole building from the medieval chimney stack, the 

Jacobean windows, panelling and chimney pieces, to the Georgian 
staircase and doorways, is full of interest, as may be seen by the 
photographs which we publish herewith.

N.B.—Since the above was written, I regret to learn that the 
whole of the oak panelling has been sold and taken out of the 
house.

About 100 yards from the entrance gates, and standing 
within the moated area, is the small church, being 38 feet long 
by 19 feet wide external measure. It is of late fifteenth century 
date, but of little interest, the mullions of all the square headed 
windows, with the exception of that at the east, being destroyed. 
At the east end is the family vault of the Boothbys, and several 
Swithland slate slabs record their epitaphs.



VIEW OF HALI, FROM S.W.

PANEUING, ETC., IN BEDROOM OVER STUDY
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CHIMNEY-PIECE IN ANGLE OF THE



THE DOVECOTE

THE MOAX



II.—SOME NOTES ON THE MANOR

By George Farnham, F.S.A.

The small manor of Potters Marston in the hundred of 
Sparkenhoe is situated l£ miles from Croft Station and 4j miles 
north east from Hinckley. The area is 702 acres and the 
population in 1911 was only 30.

The chief interest undoubtedly lies in its manor house which 
has been described in detail by Mr. Fosbrooke. From the year 
1776 onwards the manor house has been used as a farm house 
and probably owes its preservation from spoliation at the hands 
of unsympathetic owners to this fact; the house remaining in 
practically the same state in which it was left by the last of its 
Boothby proprietors who from 1630 to 1776 had made it their 
residence. Another feature of interest consists in the arrange 
ment of manor house, out buildings, dovecote and church 
surrounded by a moat. This medieval plan, which formerly was 
common, is now rare in this county ; the best extant example 
probably is at Appleby.

At the period of the compilation of the Domesday Survey 
in 1086 the manor of Potters Marston was held under the Crown 
by the prior and convent of the Benedictine priory of St. Mary of 
Coventry who held 3 carucates [360 acres] of land. There is land 
for 2 ploughs. Three sochmen with 5 bordars have these ploughs 
there. There are 8 acres of meadow. It was worth 12 pence ; 
now it is worth 10 shillings. 1 The priory had obtained the 
manor by the gift of Leofric, earl o.f Mercia, better known to 
history perhaps from the old legend of the ride through Coventry 
undertaken by his wife the lady Godiva for the purpose of 
making the citizens of Coventry toll free. The manor remained 
in the possession of the priory until the dissolution of the priory 
on 15 Jan., 1539, on which date the prior surrendered his priory 
and its possessions to the Crown.

During the period of 500 years that the manor was held by 
the priory there is very little history to record ; such well known

iV.C.H. Leicestershire, I, p. 311.
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families as Charnels and Basset had small landed interests in 
the manor, but were not residents and played no important part 
in its concerns. Nichols, in his history, prints several charters 
relating to Potters Marston, mostly undated, in which the name 
of Susan de Paris occurs and as her family held a predominant 
interest in the land of the manor in the latter part of the 12th 
century, it will be as well to know who she was—Susan was the 
sole daughter and heir of Geoffrey de Merston, whose grand 
father, also named Geoffrey, is the first member of the family 
on record—Geoffrey de Merston had issue Robert de Merston 
who was dead at Michaelmas, 1213, leaving three sons, Geoffrey, 
Hugh and Robert: of these sons Geoffrey died in his father's 
lifetime leaving the said Susan, an infant, as his heir. Hugh, 
the second son, claimed the property as male heir. Susan con 
tested the claim, asserting that on the marriage of her parents 
the estate was settled upon them and their issue. The jury, how 
ever, decided against her. Susan then married Alexander de 
Cortlingstok [Costock] and proceeded with her husband's aid 
to buy her uncle Hugh out; and on Alexander's death Susan 
married Robert de Paris as her second husband. The last 
reference I have seen to her is in 1270 when Susan and her third 
husband Robert de Hales made a sale of lands in Burrough on 
the Hill to William de Stocton, an early ancestor of the family 
who changed their name to Burgh or Borough and were still 
nourishing at Burrough on the Hill in the 17th century.

Geoffrey de Merston.

I 
Robert de Merston.

dead before March, 1213.

I I I
Geoffrey de Merston = Isolda = William Hugh de Robert de

Duredent. Merston. Merston.
died vita patris. 2nd husband-

Alexander de Cortlingstok = Susan = Robert de Paris.
1st husband. dau & heir. 2nd husband,

dead before Trinity, 1239. dead in or before 1267.
= Richard de Hales. 

3rd husband.
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The next references to Potters Marston are the Lay Subsidy 
returns of 1327 and 1332. The total amount of the tax for 1327 
is 13s. lOd. and for 1332 16s. 8d. The names of the contributors in 
1332 are Thomas, son of Geoffrey taxed 4s. ; Thomas Russel, 2s. 
6d. ; Emma la Reve, 3s. ; Henry, son of John, 2s. ; Robert the 
clerk, 2s. ; Richard Spaldyng, 2s. ; and John Spaldyng, 14d.

The next reference is the Poll tax of 1377, which is an in 
complete fragment, the names of the contributors at 4d. apiece 
are William de Higham, Robert Scheperd, Robert Fraunkeleyn, 
John Bekelus, Robert Sywoldeby, John Schynton, Robert Bonde, 
Robert Grene, John Milner, Thomas Smyth, and Elen Glover.

Nichols iv, p. 485, gives an interesting extent of the manor 
in 1412-13, from which we learn that at that time there existed 
a manor house with gardens and closes and 3 carucates [about 
360 acres] of demesne land, let to William Palmer at the will of 
the lord of the manor from year to year at a rent of £4 13s. 4d. 
The lord, i.e., the prior of St. Mary, has there a view of frank- 
pledge and all things pertaining to such view ; waifs and strays, 
forfeited goods and chattels within his manor, and he has a 
pillory, stocks, and free warren within his liberty there by the 
king's charter. The metes, i.e., boundaries of the manor are 
recorded, some of the fifteenth century names still being in use. 
The population was probably declining as the document men 
tions two cottages and a mill in ruins.

The custom of letting out the manor house and demesne 
lands to farmers at the will of the prior from year to year accounts 
no doubt for the paucity of references to Potters Marston during 
the tenure of the priory.

With the dissolution of the priory of Coventry in 1539 
Potters Marston entered on a new era, and for the first time 
its manor came into the possession of a resident family 
of landed importance, for on the 4th of May, 1540, 
George Vincent, lord of a moiety of the neighbouring 
manor of Peckleton, obtained from the Crown a grant 
in fee " of the manor of Potters Marston, late belonging to the 
priory of Coventry, and now in the tenure of the said George, 
for the sum of £240 and a reserved rent to the Crown of 26s. 
8d. yearly." The Vincents, however, only kept the manor for
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about 30 years and in 1572 William Vincent, grandson of the 
first grantee, sold the entire manor to John Plumbe, of 
Narborough.

John Plumbe held the manor and resided at the manor house 
[to which he doubtless made additions] until his death on 7 
August, 1616. The inquisition taken at Leicester on 17th Sept., 
14 James I, [1616] after his death is interesting; among other 
details the will of John Plumbe is recited by which he leaves to 
Alice, his [second] wife, [daughter of William Faunt, of Foston, 
and relict of Humphrey Purefey, of Harwell,] certain rooms in 
the manor house for a term of 7 years after his decease on con 
dition that she occupied the rooms herself and did not let them to 
any other person. [See Appendix.] As John Plumbe's son and 
successor Thomas was then 43 years of age with a wife and 
family of his own [he had married in 1596] this arrangement 
might have been extremely inconvenient; but the probability 
is that Thomas Plumbe, who was of Clifford's Inn, London, 
resided chiefly in London, so the arrangement may have suited 
him. The period of seven years expired in 1623, and in 1630 
[Mrs. John Plumbe probably being then dead] Thomas Plumbe 
sold the manor house and lands to dame Judith Corbet, who pur 
chased the same in order to settle her fourth son Richard Boothby 
and his newly married wife there.

Dame Judith Corbet married as her first husband William 
Boothby, of London, [son of Thomas Boothby of Marchington, 
co. Stafford] by whom she had issue 5 sons ; secondly, Judith 
married William Basset of Blore, co. Stafford, by whom she had 
issue a daughter married first to Henry Howard, third son of 
Thomas, earl of Suffolk, and afterwards to William, earl of New 
castle ; Judith married thirdly, sir Richard Corbet, kt., of More- 
ton Corbet, co. Salop, by whom she had no issue. She died in 
1640, aged 74. 1

Richard Boothby married Elena daughter of John Curzon, 
esq., and by an indenture dated 13 August, 1630, dame Judith 
Corbet settled Potters Marston on Richard and Elena and their 
issue with remainders over, and put Richard and Elena in 
possession. According to Kelly this Richard Boothby made

iNichols III, p. 732.



POTTERS MARSTON 173

considerable additions and alterations to the old manor house, 
he also says that in the monogram over the door are the initials 
R.B. This may be so but it is a puzzle to make R.B. out of them.

It is, however, quite probable that Richard Boothby intro 
duced some of the panelling into the rooms. He died at Potters 
Marston on 15th August, 1639, leaving a son and heir William 
Boothby, aged 8 years. Four generations followed after Richard 
Boothby and then the male line failed. Elizabeth Boothby, 
daughter of Thomas Boothby and Mary his wife, born in 1734, 
married 23rd Oct., 1755, Edward William Hartopp, of Little 
Dalby, esquire, and died 1769, leaving a son Edward Hartopp, 
born in 1758, who inherited Potters Marston in 1776 as nephew 
and heir of Thomas Boothby, brother of Elizabeth.

Edward Hartopp's grandson Edward Bourchier Hartopp, 
born 14 Dec., 1808, sold Potters Marston.

Richard Boothby = Elena, dau of John Curzon, esq. 

Inq. p.m. died IS Aug. 1639.

William Boothby = Dorothy, dau of George Faunt, esq.

died 25 Nov. 1708. died 7 April, 1712.

William Boothby = Margaret, dau of Geo. Ashby,
of Quenby, esq. 

born in 1664. 
died 19th Mar. 1724. died 14 Feb. 1737.

Thomas Boothby = Mary, dau of
John Farmer, esq. 

born in 1692.
died 21 Dec. 1775. died 14 June, 1746.

Thomas Boothby.

born in 1724. 
died 3 June, 1776. s.p.

Elizabeth =

born in 1734. 
died in 1769.

= Edward William Hartopp, esq. 
of Little Dalby hall.

Edward Hartopp.
born in 1758.

inherited Potters Marston in 1776. 
died 28 June, 1808.
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APPENDIX.

Exchequer Bills and Answers No. 68. Elizabeth. Leicester.

Complaineth John Plumbe of Merston alias Potters Merston, 
co. Leicester, that whereas the last prior of the lately dissolved 
priory of St. Mary, Coventry, was lawfully seised in his demesne 
as of fee, as in right of his priory, of the Manor of Potters Merston, 
co. Leicester, and of 30 acres of ground or thereabouts called 
Merston Leys or Short Butts abutting on a certain hill there called 
Croft hill, which said leys then were and yet are parcel of the manor 
of Potters Merston, which manor afterwards by the dissolution of 
the said priory came into the hands of king Henry VIII, who was 
thereof seised in his demesne as of fee, and so seised, by his 
letters patent dated 4 May, 1541, for the consideration therein 
mentioned did grant the said manor with the appurtenances to one 
George Vincent of Peckulton, co. Leicester, who was accordingly 
seised thereof in his demesne as of fee, and so seised, died ; after 
whose death the said manor and leys descended to Edward Vincent, 
his son and heir, who thereof seised, died. After whose death tie 
manor and leys descended to Edward's son and heir William Vin 
cent, who was lawfully seised thereof in his demesne as of fee and 
so seised, by good and sufficient conveyance in law and for divers 
great sums to him paid by your said suppliant, about 13 Elizabeth 
[1571], did convey and assure the said manor and the said leys as par 
cel thereof unto your said suppliant and to his heirs for ever, by force 
whereof your said suppliant was, and yet is seised of the said manor 
and leys in his demesne as of fee, and so seised, your suppliant 
about 28 May, 35 Elizabeth, [1593] did cause divers of his servants 
to dig and stock up certain firs growing upon the said ground called 
Merston leys for the erecting of a small building on the same place 
to have hay and fodder in for the wintering of your suppliant's 
cattle pasturing thereon and on other of his ground thereto 
adjoining, as he verily thinketh he, and all those whose estates 
he now hath, had a right to do. But now, so it is, that one Edward 
Turvill, of Thnrleston, co. Leicester, esquire, pretending and 
claiming to have a manor in Croft, being a little village there 
adjoining to the said manor of Potters Merston, whereas in truth 
he himself is but a freeholder of her Majesty's manor of Erie 
Stilton, co. Leicester, neither has he, nor any of his ancestors, ever 
had any such manor there having heretofore neither tenants nor 
freeholders to make any homage there, neither did he ever chal 
lenge or entitle himself to have any such manor until such time 
as by his own purchase he had gotten into his possession divers 
cottages, lands and tenements lying in the said village of Croft, 
some holden of her Majesty as of her manor of Erie Shilton and 
some other cottages he has there erected upon the waste of the 
said vill of Croft belonging to the queen's Majesty to the great 
wrong and disherison of her Majesty. And further other lands 
and tenements he, the said Edward Turvill, there hath and holdeth 
which of ancient time have been called " the church lande " and 
in time past have been used for " Superstitious uses " by reason 
whereof the greatest part of the same small village is now come to 
the hands and possession of the said Edward Turvill, whereby the 
said Edward emboldeneth himself to challenge a manor there in 
tending thereby to draw to his pretended manor of Croft the suitors 
there dwelling, and so procure to himself the liberty and royalty 
of the town of Croft with the fines, issues and amercements due to 
her Majesty and of right belonging to her grace's Leet of Erie 
Shilton, and also under the colour of having a manor in Croft he



POTTERS MARSTON 175

challenges the soil and inheritance as well of the said leys called 
Merston leys as of all manner of waste grounds within the said 
town and that to be parcel of his pretended manor of Croft, 
whereas in truth neither he nor any of his ancestors or freeholders 
in Croft have ever had any right, title or interest in the said leys 
except common of pasture for their cattle, as appears by ancient 
evidences. And Edward Turvill having got by casual or by indirect 
or sinister means into his possession the court rolls, deeds, bound 
aries and other muniments concerning the manor of Potters Merston 
and Merston leys, and by colour of having them hath contrived to 
himself or to others to his use divers secret, fraudulent and cov- 
euous estates in the said manor and leys and under pretence thereof 
hath made divers secret and wrongful entries and claims upon the 
possessions of your suppliant in Merston leys and thereby hath 
slandered and discredited your suppliant's right and title there 
unto. Forasmuch therefore as your suppliant is unable to maintain 
his title in the same leys without the said evidences and boundaries 
and is remedyless at the common law for the recovery of the same 
by reason that the certain number, contents and dates thereof are 
unknown to your suppliant whereby he is like to be disinherited 
of the said leys, etc., may it please your Honours, the premises 
considered, to grant her Majesty's writ of subpoena out of this 
honourable court to be addressed to the said Edward Turvill com 
manding him on a certain day and under a certain penalty 
personally to appear before your Honours in the same Court to 
answer to the premises and to abide the Court's decision. And 
your suppliant shall duly pray unto the Almighty for your Honours 
most happy preservation.

Inquisition after the death of John Plumbe. File 354, no. 
113. Taken at Leicester 17 September, 14 James I, 1616.

The jury say that John Plumbe was seised of the manor and lord 
ship of Marson alias Potters Marson with its rights and members 
and of a capital messuage, a windmill, a dove house, garden and 
orchard to the capital messuage belonging and two other messuages, 
2 cottages, 4 gardens, 4 orchards, 100 acres [arable] land, 100 of 
meadow, 500 of pasture, 10 of wood and 5 shillings rent, a view of 
frankpledge and escheats, reliefs, free warrens, fisheries, wards, 
marriages, heriots, etc., in Potters Marston.

So seised on 3 Dec., 39 Elizabeth [1596] John Plumbe, by 
indenture, in consideration of a marriage between Thomas Plumbe, 
of Clifford's Inne in Fleet St., London, gent, son and heir of said 
John Plumbe, and Elizabeth eldest daughter of John Fortescue, of 
London, esquire, gave to Thomas and Elizabeth for their lives a 
yeariy rent of £26 13s. 4d. issuing out of a pasture called Duckett's 
close in Marston, now or late in the occupation of Richard Hawford, 
gent, or his assigns.

Afterwards by his deed dated 17 Oct., 5 James I [1607] in con 
sideration of a marriage between himself and one Alice Purefey, 
of Nuneton, co. Warwick, widow, John Plnmbe settled—Les mill 
closes then in the tenure of said John Plumbe, Cops close, also in 
his own occupation, Shaw close and Shaw meadow, then in the 
occupation of Robert Wright of Sutton. yeoman—on himself for 
his life, then on the said Alice for her life, then to the right heirs 
of John Plumbe for ever, the trustees being George Purefey, of 
Drayton ; Henry Duport, of Shepshed ; Ralph Buxton, of Lynby 
and John Stafford, of Huncote, esquires.
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And by a deed dated 16 Jan., 12 James I [1615] in consideration 
of £900 paid by William Herricke of the city of London, kt.. and 
Robert Herricke, of Leicester, gent, brother of the said William, 
and Elizabeth Orpwood of Leicester, the said John Plnmbe let to 
them to farm the Great close containing 200 acres with divers 
pieces of meadow in Marston abutting on the river Soar towards 
the south for a term of 26 years from 1 May next ensuing at a 
peppercorn rent with a clause of re-entry on payment of £900 at 
the mansion house of Robert Herricke situated in Leicester near 
the new Conduite and opposite the town house commonly called 
Gaynsborrow.

Various settlements made by John Plumbe follow, viz. : 
annuities of £10 each to his sons John and William out of a field 
in Marston called Brome close, etc.

John Plumbe made his last will dated 24 November, 1615, and 
bequeathed to Alice, his wife, certain lodgings, rooms and easements 
in and about his now dwelling house, to wit, one chamber called 
the green chamber and a small———within the same ; one other 
lodging adjoining to the said green chamber where his son John 
Plumbe doth usually lodge ; the garret above all the said lodgings 
wherein his men servants do lie ; and one parlour with a chimney 
in it under the said green chamber ; a stable for two geldings in 
one of the stables where she thinketh good ; one of the great 
swinesties, with convenient places also to lay her fuel, corn, hay 
and straw in and about the said house, with free ingress, egress 
and regress to the same at all times convenient at her will and 
pleasure, to have and to hold the above lodgings, easements, etc., 
during seven years next after testator's decease if the said Alice 
shall so long live and keep herself sole and unmarried and dwell 
in the same without granting, letting or setting the same to any 
person or persons whatever.

All his lands, etc., to his eldest son Thomas Plumbe (except 
those otherwise devised) but the great close and meadows abutting 
on the Soar are left to Thomas Plumbe only until John Plumbe, 
testator's grand-child, eldest son of Thomas, shall advance himself 
in marriage.

John Plumbe died 7 August last past.
Thomas Plumbe is his son and next heir and aged 43 years and 

more.

Inquisition post mortem. Series II, 600-121, after the death 
of Richard Boothby, esquire, taken at Leicester on 6 October, 
16 Charles I, 1640.

The jurors say that long before the death of Richard Boothby 
a certain Judith, lady Corbett, mother of the said Richard, was 
seised of all that capital messuage call " Marston House " situated 
in Marston, alias Potters Marston, co. Leicester, with all houses, 
edifices, barns, stables, gardens and yards adjoining the said 
messuage ; and of the chapel yard in Marston and in all those 
closes and meadows called Duckett's close, les meadpwes, the milne 
close, the greater Shaw close, and the meadow adjoining the lesser 
Shaw close, le Coupe close and a. parcel of land called " le head 
land" and "le balke" near adjoining to a certain close called le 
milne close, and of two other closes near the lane leading to the 
town of Shilton, and of the said lane, and of all that close called 
" le Mott marshe " ; all within the demesne of Marston.
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And the said'judith, so seised, on 18 August, 6 Charles I, 1680, 
by her deed made between the said Judith of one part, and certain 
John Fitzherbert, kt. ; John Curzon, esquire ; and John Curzon, 
gent, of the other part, in consideration of a marriage between the 
said Richard Boothby and a certain Elena Curzon, daughter of the 
said John Curzpn, esquire, and for the natural love and affection 
[of the said Judith] and for a competent jointure for the said Elena 
in satisfaction of dower, enfeoffed the aforesaid John, John and 
John, their heirs and administrators, in the aforesaid house and 
lands besides a stable called "the ould stable " and certain buildings 
called the new buildings beside the hall, to the use of Judith until 
the marriage and after the- marriage to the use of Richard Boothby 
and Elena for term of their lives and the longer liver of them, 
then to the eldest son of Richard and Elena, etc., in tail male and 
general with certain specified limitations, and in default of issue 
to Richard and Elena, then to the use of Thomas Boothby, the elder 
son of Judith for life in tail male, then in default to the use of 
Robert Boothby, the younger son of Judith, to Henry Boothby the 
second son of Judith in tail male successively, in default of issue 
then to the use of Elizabeth, countess of Newcastle, Katherine 
lady Harpur and Elizabeth lady Corbet, the daughters of Judith 
respectively in succession for life, in tail male, and in default to 
the use of the said Judith, lady Corbet, her heirs and assigns for 
ever.

Richard Boothby died at Potters Marston on 15 August, 15 
Charles I, 1689. William Boothby is the son and next heir of 
Richard and 8 years old on 18 October last.

Eleanor the wife of Richard survives and is living at Marston. 
Potters Marston was held of the king in chief by knight service 
and worth £6 yearly.
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